der’ of :22-Ygar-o d'.‘
Short, whose mutxlated body

was. found -dumped in-a vaa: .

cant lot.in’ southwestern Los
Angeles Wednesday mon_ung‘u,

i

descrlptio abt;
ggamat-ia-‘:xpgﬂ ho ¥had

Btide, told homicide mvestlgaton
l‘te last night tha.t the - .

Sts. bus terminsl, sobb g.
with terror.

The policewoman said the girl
told her she had just run into &
former boyfriend, who once had’
threatened to “kill her if he éver

found her with another man.” She'
had left him that day.

Mrs. McBride, who at first be-
lieved the-girl ‘who appealed for:

aid ‘was Elizabeth, was not as cer- :

: as
orking in a naval hospital there,
said .Mrs. Short...
=4I Just can't believe my daugh-

fingerprints which the FBI had
on: record from . Sept. 1943, when
; ted in Sa.nta

She had ‘been . a . clerk:at:the'

Ca.mp Cooke - post . exchange near |
Santa Barbara and was pxcked upt

the .Santa Barbara policé depa.rt- :
ment took the.girl to. her.own}
home to liv with her: for ;nine |

«prett “darke.
‘haired: victim=~asked rorfpro stion -

‘ Miss Unke

.a rose tattooed

ters  gaid: .
T “Pl pever

moles on the ba
- The descnptio
exactly with" that

found Wednesday n
Norton Ave. between

sharp metal weapons

died,. then trussed

butchered ol
‘Dr. Frederick D. Newbarr,.ch.iet

autopsy surgeon, listed i

€
and head-wounds after examining
the bodg tim i




slaying of

seven San D

§énthern California policé officers last night noted the striking similarity b
mad butcher murder of Elizabeth Short, 22, whose body was found here Wed
| other unsolved San Diego sex T e

crimes. .

ot &

mediately feared that San Diego's
sadistic woman killer, already be-
lieved responsible for at least
seven unsolved murders,- was on
the prow! again. s

For 15 years, police and psychol-
ogists have agreed that the killer
was a sexual sadist whose crimes
increased in brutality. = |
#-By studying the records of un-
solyed’ cases, they conjectured
“fhat- Miss Short. who worked and
-lived in -San Diego, could well be

in Feb,, 1931, when Virginia.

10-year-old"_schoolgirl, was-

¢t body - trussed in & gun-
X} was found months later.
n:April 25.of thé same year,
£ body of Dolly Bibbens, attrac-
- tifte, well-to-do-widow, was found
‘her apartment. She had been
lously -beaten after first being
woweeks - later, Hazel Brad-
shaw, - beautiful . 22-year-old tele-

phorie -opérator,-was" found mur-

- Officers in the border city im-®

dered in the Indian Village, Balboa
Park. She had been st.abbeg 17
times. e
. While still investigating these
three murders, police were called
to. the apartment of Maud Det-
wiler, . attractive divorcee. She,
too, had been raped and sadisti-
_cally slain. ~ . )

* There was a three year lull be-
fore the sex. fiend struck again.
Then, on the morning of Mach 4,
1934, police found Mrs. Wesley
‘Adams dead, the victim of 4 killer
following a similar pattern to the
first three crimes. =~ -fi. ..
-~ A month later, San.Djego was
shocked by one of the thost .baf-
fling of all sex crime cases. Hang-
ipg. from-aytree on.Black Moun-

S
de body:
17-year-old - k.

 tajn wns ANSHAN
Louise “Téuber,_

tied to the limbs of :two trees,
but an autopsy indicated she had
been raped and murdered else-
where, before  being -tied. to the
trees. e A A

sadist struck again. . -0
. Celia -Cota, 16-year-old high

school beauty, was murdered just

before she entered her home af
attending a movie...

~.She had been raped:
times, tortured and.s

"A-rope around her:-neck was|

Before the -summer eig@ed; ‘the | &

. :.\\‘



ey

XY &

Garnea ..

Berbo ...

Fardon .




\[-eth Broke and Hungry™

Puaring Stay in Hollywood

¥ Jobs were few and money was,bronchitis * qufferer and’ once
scarce for Ehzabeth Short dur- underwent a chest. operatiori.

ing her residence at a Hollywood
hotel last yearl, two youths and
\rthe hotel's clerk told police last
‘night. : )

«when Beth and the other.

two girls checked out of the
hotel last October,” the clerk
added, “they piled "their bag-
gage in the short, dark man’s.
car and drove oft” '

Costp and Leyes rememberdit 2

of Eliabetivs two roommateh o, they had had with the t}iree

out - to dinmer, they always
asked us if they might bring
Beth along,” Costa recalled
said the kid was broke
and _hungry." . : .
YLeyes added that the three
;. worked ‘as

Short was alwsys get-

girls yhen Elizabeth asked tg he

{excus pecause “ner hair'ne ded

another henna rinse.”
-

: id.th} victim of the
ndish tortur slaying last
Tuesday had besh 2 _chronic
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U}nvolving the identifica
AVp of the Los_ Angeles Times

l\d . '-Shortly af

" anybody, that $¥ the

STANDARD FORM HO. 64

Oﬂic‘e Memomndum .- UNITED STA.[ES

TO : Mr. Tolsgon DAIE Junuary 21, 194
ir. 1 A

' ] .
FROM : Lo Bo NiChOls . . . v
- 8

SUBJECT: IDENTIFICATION OF ELIZABETH SHORT ,

£y ??9&?55?5?55?9

Enﬁi' To recount the happenings on Thursday, Jenuary 16,
tion of Elizabeth Short and the

ossible interest of »
I wish to gdvise as follows: b'u/ . b
ter 10 a.m. on the morning of Junuarylﬁérﬁ

of the local Hearst bureau, which represents the Los g ,
Eraminer, called and related the nurder and stated that in cooperation,

with the Los Angeles Police the Los Angeles Examiner was sending the
fingerprints of the girl to Washington via Internqtional News Photo

vire service. They were sending them at :
soon gs they arrived asked if we could’ check them. ’;jmade

the a;rangements with M¥r. Quinn -Temm in Ident..;gi

pictures arrived at approzimately 11 o{aww

‘on the phone and stated t& b )
y the prints since two qf

eptirely ond v ;

~they. rt’ "making . reference;

. better lf' hey. “had better impresst

back and told him tha

~ would be nuch - better if he could have G fu
transmitted and if the transmission cou

At approzimately 1 30 p.m.”

Angeles Times . called Quinn Tamﬁ an
eferngd to the unidentified girlTal

Mr. Jones.
that she had g wire from her paper furnishing . the fingerprin
that it would be ezTe

. fication.f_uﬁ' ‘Jones told
'difficult ‘to ddentify o set of fingerprints with, only the [}
classification -agnd .of course with no _name. Hbmever, ur..Jo

he would’ check ‘on the matter.. Ur. Jones c
_ informed: hin quthe search thet ® then underway and
Jones to me. iold urmeones tgﬁi‘ thi gd

.,x-'.-.,.—-

. ’ ‘The identification
and the full details were Jurn;
Ezaminer. -obuiously, from axge
enterprise: and initiative had~a cled
course was’ ‘entitled to such'p_i*"‘t‘

d .that we y

that time we’ decidec

Police but

-them to the:LoS Angeles :
they did not cal

It was also decided if




Memorandum. to. Mr. Tolson

b At 5:40

Jones absence tglked to Superviso
the fingerprint classification. stated he would get
hold of Mr, Jones and have him col back. Mr. Jones was
out and Wil RS 100 S unable to get hold 0 Mra. es until
shortly after 6 o'clock, and at that time alled
-{  back. On this occasion he was perturbed and stated that another
paper had received a reply, that it looked like the Bureau wWaS8
playing favorites and indicated that he was being given a rTun-
around. At this moment Mr. Jones comeé in. Mr. Jones talked to
him and told him I was handling the matter. Mr. Jones, in accord-
ance with my instructions, then referred QS 0 .y office.
when (EEIRcqlled he obviously had a chip on his shoulder and he
immediately went into a tirade thot he had called Jones and was
being given & run-ground and he demanded to know what the score
was, stating that his paper had a deadline to make.

Is

’ ‘in
called Mr. Jones' office and/Mr.
and also gave

i 7 told him the score simply was that the Los Angeles
1 Examiner, whiqﬁ,he in turn had mentioned by name as having the- . :
‘ story, had furnished the Sfingerprints to us by wiré photo, that we
%adﬂmade_thp“jdquijjcation,,tQGt_aince it was o local case it.was

e dVihgt=hts  people  Contavtithe POIioe epirtment insld

langeles. He was very gracious at this point and thanked me. :
then asked for the girl's name and I furnished him with the girl's
names This satisfied him completely. o S L

T noted in the Los Angeles Times story that the Times
stated that the Times had been informed of the identity of the girl
by the FBI after the Times had sent the fingerprint classification
to Washington. S . S Do -~//J
. : Shortly before 6 o'clock INS had a query from the Los
L Angeles-Herald Erpresse. They of course were Sfully informed a8 _to
o the developments in the case by the Herald Express
i is a doy Hearst paper and INS sta led onﬂgpking any reply. T

3 . - At ogbout 7 o'clock that evenin called me
 }. and asked if we would give out ¢ short statement around 9 o'clock

Rl which;would'protect him since the Examiner would then be on the 3
.gtreet.s At 8:40 p.m. T received a call from the AP, advising that
the Los Angeles Times and the Los Angeles Erxaminer pad the story.
I told the AP that I would check on the matter and“call them back.

o I then issued a short statement to INS and called the AP back and
i issued a short statement to them and to the UP. The statement issue
2 ' is attached, included in my memorandum of January 17. R

e b L

)
d

T has the réputatiohihf'carryingva chiéﬁbﬁ.
‘ his-shpulder.. I.would_notﬂbe;thg least bit_surprised that he might
-,P°*’P?2??f? against our randling of. the mqttgf' ‘do not think he




I ' Memorandum to Mr. Tolson | - .

smear campaign of 194 exhibited an unfriendly attitude
b toward the Eurealu. Fith my recollection gerving me -correctly, I
was informed comfidentially that at one of the AG's press confer=
ences asked questions indicating an umfriendly“dttitude

" toward e Bureau.
|
|

1

!

?
| has a leg to stand on since the Ezaminer was entitled to the pro-
i! (jtection-that they had. I recall very distinctly that during the
"

1




P L TR

} ll
newspaper in.Las ‘bee: ing. so mich publi.city to. S
: this case,.tbat. ‘ths llayor of Los~Ang ; o call ¥r. Hood this
afternoon and request Buresu a.ssiatance ‘in- this investigati.on. CMr. -
Hood steted he:was sure
" actual’ investigati.on in this case’ but
hich ‘could be: rendered, ,
ely. that he-

the Mayor } knew the Bureau could conduct mo.. .
ask. or whatever asaistance

PRV
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' _JERAL BUREAG OF INVESTIGATIOF
ITED STATES DEPARTMENT "OF JUST.
) Laboratory Work Sheet .
RECCHDED u . _ 1.
2-18-417 b’\ EXPEDITE
“fire Answer Lill
Re: ELIZABETH SHORT File #
INFORMATICN CONCERNING Lab. #. PC-19260 BN
Exemination requested by: EOS Angeles (62-2928)
Date of reference communication: let 2-13-47 Date received: 2-Lozél t{zC/

Examination requested:

—

Result_pf Examination: Examination by:




by i ) \
"\q‘.-{ - ':q

: T L-40
- e o "}.._ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIOY
: <ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST. ..
Laboratory Work Sheet
lﬁ-lls-‘"',lg/ EXPEDITE
b Wire Answer 131! ’ _ o
Re: SLIZABETH SHORT File #
IEFORMATICR CLNCFAKIEG Lab. #. pC=19260 BE
Exauination requested by: los Angeles (62-2928)
Date of reference communication: let 2-13-47 Date received: 2-13-47 b(p

Examination requested: Eicro. — bﬂp
Result of Examination: Examination by:-

o

Specimens submitted for examination

e e e — o - S e e T R T e [ -

/o g Y

[}

&
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1 5APRS. 1947
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_ A On th the I of Janu there was an awfy
us
b whom everybody used 10 € e 013 Poljceman -
\ _has 1ived there for a lo time. I was told that
S keard it all ~ the terrible obscene
: language tne man wWzs mﬁ and the woman scre%i—

/4
pv4

“-—’ - '1.;:;
) . o !s Angeles,13, Ca!!olﬂa
O v _ Feb,I5, 1947
J «Edgar Hoover,
Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington.D oCo

‘Dear Sirj-

I had occasion once before 10 write you - April 10,194
and feel impressed to do &0 again now. That other was a perso
matter; this one is of grave public importance which is being

.__ _grossly neglected - if not abetted - by the police.

He at

|- @ reported it to A
elve - 1 was told = came and took old

- once called policemen.
covered with blood - to jail. Lateh af ambulance came
. to get the gikl's body. It was all cut up and Xerribly mtilatec
 Her mouth cut from ear to ear. The lggig fainted when

fde C

che saw it. The next morning the bolyio®
found dumped out into a lot on Norton. ned up
was let out by the sheriff

as though nothing had happened, He's been going and coming ever
since - so I'm told - and the second murder in LeAe. within the

past week - Feb.IOth- has all the earmarks of his dirty work.

Now, I do not know whether or not this matter/has beel
taken care of by any investigators. The police appear Ao be dois
nothing in regard to it. Maybe no one has reported-it/for fear
of the police - as they already know all aboub 1t g been
here twelve strong that night of B.D's murder. She gaas.
few minutes before they got heres The first pap e Times -
mentioned a $I0,000 reward involved. (j ‘ ‘
ortal

- We women are beginning to live in
these: conditions that are happening around us, for this corner
. was once a highly respected ne hborhood. We have no place 1o
" move to, and cammol get oute has been involved befor
in other questionable affairs, Eve could gi
evidence in regard to this matter ?
Sl S— Bena many T G0 Dot oW
.by name. The matter is being hushed up. Everybody is afraid of
the police, I am giving you this information in case you have n
been informed. L.A.needs cleaning up. If, the matter is being
taken care of - to your knowle - please drgp the matter here
'If notj I would like to see pickéd p.aigopc
te 18 io have until the ISth, P Tucseam ggEb-deavegel 2L TN
¢/ -~ (If you should ans ;
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EIIZAGETH SHORT
THFORMATION CONCERRING

Refersace is zade 0
nitting the fingerrints of
above-sntitled matter, your

You are advised that the fingerprints submitted were campared
,m,m.mmgwuwmlymmmemmwm:
the instsut case, but mo 1aantifications ware affectods

A search of the fingwrprinta of QIR ouh the DwreRws
21100 has failed to discloss any priar record for this

main fingerprint
individuale

Engy
-

acrmection with the

of February 28, 1947, sub= b,

qV




60183

~ wEDERAL BUREAU "OF INVESTIGATION -
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE S

Date recorded: 3-4-AT 12:00 NCON

. ' Single Fingerprint Report

Case:  zg: HLIZABETH SHORT h’l‘) Number: 62-62627 -3 b
INFORMATION CONC

(D7 l./
susPYCT 1

Specimens:  Fingerprin ts of susgect, é submitted for comparison

_— with the unidentified latents ih this case.

Efamination requested by: SAC, Los Anveles
Date received: 3-4-47 -b10

pate of reference communication: 2.28-417

Examination requested: Fingerprint b’l

-

Result of examination: Examination by ¢
2 . < ) 4 — Pt )\
ol & deke I

i tirt TE7 ‘

4 SFP-27







... _FEDERAL 'SUREAU OF INVESTIGATINN
- UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT

—— - - -

oF Jut JE. -

TO: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION.

Transmit the fél)owing.messa.ge to:
ﬁ@, mznmﬂ SBORT, AKA DAR

QAYION G . REWRTEL TODAY.

. 938 Nov1s 1964

L e

rcu:HAL BUREAU OF TWVEST. A 1Cu
- U.s. DEPARTHENT OF JUSTICE
" GOMMUAIGATIONS SECTION




Since all’ pertinent
fon-and

Sort: 1 ng : “and this

to. the Office of Origin.-
, A VS
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-‘On February. 18; .
., advised me- tha;
HER HJWRON on
on with the murder case in‘which EL
-this individual ‘was’ mur
'Black Dahlia" caseg




, ce in the investigation' This is true, p.s ‘we have made recgrds‘ .
ilable’ o the local officers which they were not in a position to: obtain‘
“have ‘rendered them assistance i in contacti.ng the . Veterans Burea )

. and other similar organizationa. No' actual investigation:
he murder case and none is contempla jwanted me -
to‘know that 3£ the Mayor did make any. . statement & t. the Bureau's pa.rtici—
o in this case that it was entirely the Mayor's and over the objection

(J tcnmstan es’ ing- that ‘night - give the app
“to it on- to this ‘Bureadu.’ ‘He*stated that the Mayo
n. him his ju.dgment._i

,'emnrex: ofore. ths law eriforesnent offlcers arrived and had 4ué o3

k)

sion before the officers . “and’ throughout the entirg‘ ipves iga




REPORT
of the

/a’\ LABORATORY & -

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON D. C. Pebruary 26, 1947

To: SAC, los Angeles

Following is the raeport of the FBI Laboretory giving the
results of examinations conducted on evidenoce received from your offices
This report serves to confirm and supplement the Bureau's wire of February

AL 20 1947

o B _

: v : . John Edgar Hoover, Director
" Elisabeth Short Q\ ( ;

Re: Informstion Concerning /lx
| YOUR FILE NOG2=2028 '

o F8I FILE NO: (282627 .

Examination requested by: Addresses LAB. NO. P:"lgzbo BN .

Reference: Letter 2/13/ 47 : ’ -

o requested ioroscople /ID g;gg@gpm‘ %;26&7 - 58

: F B I

Specimens: 72 KR -9 1947
FESULTS AF EXAMINATIONS1 ' -




Mr. Tolsom_oN ~edn
] Mr. E. A TammN..

- Mr. Clezx ...

V Mr. Glavin .........
) “ B . > S
r. 3 !

TIMES-HERALD BUILDING
Roou 607

<7 h A- 4/d WASHINGTON 5, D. C.
b " Y

énuary 23, 1947

o \(23 7'5;:;‘
J. Edgar Hoover, Esq.,
Director '

ederal Bureau of Investigation,
Washington,

" Dear Mf. Hoover:

Inclosed is a tearsheet from The Los Angelga_Examiner: '
in whigh I thought you might be interested.

. The_near-miracle which is the FBI's identification
- division was laude@)in big stories in all our papers in connection

with the Elizabeth Short identification. I presume you are.
: °11PP1388o,,;J o _ R

e Your comment in the inclose Was parti ularl
appreciated by £ The -
- Examiner, { 17 , - O

LOSA ? C;{?‘"C‘%/Le ' Yours very tru

° REW YORK JOURNAL-AMERICAN :

! ourROre ines : SALTIMONE HEWS-POST BOSTON ADVERTISER 4

98 ANSELRS EXAMINER 77 ATINORE ARZRICAN '~ - PITTSSURGH SUN-TELRGRAPN Wm
wumm mmmmm nnmmaum ,m”

e RIRWEEL
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Federal Bureau of Inuestigation
Mnited States Bepartment of Justice

Los Angeles, California
February 25, 1947

Director, FBI ATTENTION: IDENTIFICATION DIVISION

)
RE: ELIZABETH SHORT
"BLACK DAHLIA" WMURDER IN LOS ANGELES
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Dear Sir:

The manner in which ELIZABETH SHORT's body was disgsected has in-
dicated the possibility that the murderer was a psarson somewhat experienced in
medical work. The Los Angeles Tolice Department has undertaken to develop sus-

pects among the medical and dentai schools in the area, &8 well as among other
students who have anything to do with human anatomy.

The University of Southern California Medical School was reluctant
to tirn over a list of their students to the police department without being
assured that the names would not be indexed into police or FBI records as sus-
pects “in the case. This assurance has been given them.

: 1 am enclosing two copies of a list of the Univ rsity of Southern
California medical students, giving the name, address, dat@ and Army
or Navy compensation number where known. Those students with "c" numbers are in
school under the G.I. Bill of Rights. It is requested that the Bureau search
these names through the criminal record indices and in the svent any criminal
record is determined for any of these men, a copy is requested to be sent air

mail to this office. l\"

it will be noted that eight names are preceded with an asterisk.
In these cases, if ahfifgerprint card is located for the individual, it is re
quested that a photographic copy of fingerprints be furnished to this office
by air mail as the Los hngeles Police Department Crime Laboratory has compare
the handwriting oftthese individuals with notes received in the case and-has
concluded that there is some similarity and they would like to be able to com—
pare latent fingerprints also. :

I feel that we can be of much assistance to the Los Angeles
Police Department in this case and the Bureau's expsditious attentiop o0 t ¢
project will be sincerely appreciated b%WQORDED Y X-fz M& we & o D
At the completion of +5% Bureau's search, it is requested that '

the list be gqstroyed or returned to the Los Angeles Office.
¢ DEbL Qt"Vf"«.’uCE

A\ BT W vy iy, 3T g
Wed ekl 4
. R, B, HOOD, SAC.

b‘\

g\(.}e’ COPIES DESTROYED “Ausé 47
- B33 Nov1gims =R




7 s

SAC, Los Angeles :  February 28, 1947 -/F

L g2 62140

RECORD L7 3
HCORDED,. 7 ABFTH SHORT 4
WRLACK DAHLIA® YURDER IN 1O ANGELES

PEFSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL | b

1FFPORMATION CONCERNIHG
Your File #62-2928

inern California medical students.

g

Reference is made to vour jetter of February 25, 1947, relative to
e zbove subject matter, enclosiny a 1ist of the nmmes of the University o’
sl ,‘1

In accordarce :ith Yyour resuest inese naaeg OTE beirr searched through
the f1les of the Identification Divisiorn cnd uvon completion o” this zcarch
the results will e furnished to you. At that time the 1ist of nores will be
forwarded to you for avpropriate disposal.

For your ipformation the Identification Division Single Fingerprint
ction %ill compare the vhotograrhic lstent prints which are in their ,

ossession with the records as they sre located.

g)
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SAC, los Angelos
W,FBI

RLIZABETH SEORT
*ELACK DAHLIA® HURDER

7§ LOS ANGELES

IRFORYATIOR CORCFRHING

Wumwwmm,ormmmzs. 1947,
mmzmamwmmmof.wuegmnﬁmw
usdical Sehool of the Univeraity of-Boatharsx Ccalifornia
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% MAR S 1947 P.M.
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66202
' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Date recordef1:3-53—4'7 2:00 Pl
' Single Fingerprint Report
ZLIZABETS SWORT Number: €7-22027 -‘7[0

#RLACK DxELIAY URDER I - LOS AHNZEIES
THTORVAT ON CONCERNING

o}
)
A

Case:

Specimens: wvne list of approximately 300 individuals submitted. (.ith copy)
—- it is requested that the fingerorints of t'e individuals listed

in instant letter be comnared with latents previously submitted in this case.

Efamination requested by: SAC, ros Angeles

Date received: 3-5-47 . b".(/

pate of reference communication: £=25=47
Examination requested: Fingerprint g](
Result of exemination: Examination b-

LioF and = %0 I w
e 2aes 272 b

SFP-27




5A0, Los Angeles
- Director, °T

IR STRIECT

TEIZARTTE SEDRT -

1UEDTR

“oorom, G §R6AT7-

5N at the Purzau which makes
~#, You should submit

'ttached w1tn a
ript of

lJ

w

[o]

ek
- ‘1
[} m
(n 0

any investifs

- cc: Boston (enclosure)

Enclsoure ()

o v

./ - v 1001 ‘.h(‘ﬂ
ey AR Lo Lﬂ&‘_- %’\

wnclosed is a transcript of an anonymnous communic

sueh information 4o the Los inceles
sucn action as tnat acency desms advisascle.

+ihiis anonymous con..unlwuon whicn 2t

ppearance oI Palle :
510 on, it is not J°L13Ved advisable for the
n

rebruary 27, 19L7

TTOTT

IRV IR RN

f/

ation received

4o the Mmurdev of the captloned victim.

refereancs
Police Denartment for

1eld Tivision
ma.e‘ referance
Tn view of the nature of the anonymous
Zoston Field Division
ietter.

copy of tnis letter for wmhe “os
1

iflelden.

-tion on the vasis of btais

13
/

ORIGINAL COPY FILED IN
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“ia1don Tennin-iton, Tarmont disappeared

~killer
of Tlizabeth Shord

1.0s Anreles b/L‘/
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Los Angeles, 13 California

Feb,28,I947
TR /
.John Edgar Hoover, / )
Federal Bureau of Investigation, : _
Washington, D.C. , /
. = e e T Ve
- Dear Sirj- e i AT

As you know, the Black Dahlia case has been (/
quickly hushed up, and apparently all covered upe. NO b/'

effort was really made 1o bring the culprit to iustice.
His name end his room number
and all of his alrty work, are well xnovm to the police

but the rascal is sti begging
to stay! He was

DO SAC e le y the - by order of the
~gheriff. As for any material evidence being now available,
that is possibly out of the cuestion, For the firemen
and police have been here many times " cleaning" up
after T saw an old mattress being brought
into ethouse here from a truck - markec M"62 on the
back left corner- on the first of Feb.about I2;30 pem. .
says the firemen have found an enormous
amount .Bf old papers between this house and the next .
- corner restaurant and saloons - =nd that they have been
clearing them out. The strip is only a couple of feet
or so vide and directly under th floor
windows.

TNoW apOUL these goings-on
3] and tried to evict :
whom they acciised of talking too ch. ey are ost

as kind to as are the police. This was not
nTSt orlense. I heard on good -authority
om several source that a woman
who had been with the "0Old Policeman" - as they call
was shoved when drunk from the roof or 4th
loor and taken to the haspital - probably the same
ambulance that took the Black.Dahlia. Andéther affair
that took place in his room and ed down in a book-
store or Magazine &hop on 5th, ste. -
and which was quickly hushed up = -and the store vacated; .
Unow being used to store liquor - was more than suspiciouse
VI will never forget that poor store-keepex! i *sé q-——f?@? .
b screaming and being suddenly choked stil &Y vl
11ea chel, ey ¥

I live! The oldrman with the white dog ca
that used to live G vho talked 100 '
this affair, has now disappeared. I am tolddhe iss':lnb

. a hospital from liquor poisoning! 3 c,{
‘, Hoping this information may be of service,

SLEEERT




%
\
’

has been received ond I wasd ¢9 shenk you Sfor
ssking this {nfornetion cpsiludle de-ue. ™e
ngtdey you menticn decd nod cens witdin the

- tmnﬂgnﬂw"jsrudtaﬂu of tita Buresu bus
I om referrisg your cemnents t0 opprepriats

lecal cuthors tfu._

-

ccs Los Angeles; with two 0o tes of\tncali‘u'p. L
Astendton, SAC: JFer your tnformadion and referrel
$s oppropriate local cuthorisied.

'_Ab’la

YorE: ¥o record on this correspondent located An
general indiced. ' b’l“f .

 — g

NICAT.OiS SEGTiun H :."“

FEI:,ERAL atmu of 'INVESTIGATION
8. A
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STANDARD FORM No. 84

Office Menzorandum - CNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

to : THE DIRECTOR o | DATE: 1=31-47 . toiom '
M -’//E‘; g.}:\%n
L \From 7 fud e

MR. EDW. A. TAMH e
uBjecT:  UNKNOWN SUBJECT; B A —
ELIZABETHPSHORT = VICTIX N BE——
"MURIER. i % Irl penningGR___

. % ¥r, Quinn Tem
S i Tele. Room
ir. Nease

e

3 .
vou will recall we addressed o letter to the Socicl g imy———
Security ddministration requesting their assistance by fur- ————

“"nishing record information in their possession to assist in

locating a suspect in the very viceious murder of Elizabeth Short
which occurred just recently in Californic and has received SO
much publicity. #e are now in receipt of the reply which s @
rather verbose decligggign,bgsedﬁpnhg"regulation prescribed by the
Social Security Board. It is attacheds — .

During the war, Jdocial Security furnished us information
on cases cdirectly concerned with the "successful prosecution of the
war'se You will recall that just recently they wrote to the Attorney
General and stated since the President's proclamation terminating
hostilities, this cooperation could now be honored only when we
certify that the case in question grew out of the ware. We
accordingly directed a memorandum to the Attorney General protesting

... the lack of cooperation on the part of Social Security and pointing - -

but that we now have 'cases which are of at least as grave concern

to the security of the country as during the war and asking him to

make every effort to effect arrangements whereby we could secure
this invaluable information.

, There are attached jor your approval a teletype to Los
Angeles advising that Social Security has refused tofurnish the
information needed by the police and @ memorandum to the Attorney
general advising of this incident to supplement our previous memora )

Attachnen Kso’\’ bj‘/ AN !)1’ BY B

ATGr LASK

N

cec=ir. Ladd
Mr. Rosen



FEDERALA-SECURIT\!- AGENCY
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTR! TION

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Zone 25
January 31, 1947
Mr. John Edgar Hoover
Director
Tedersl Buresu of Investigation
Washington, D. Ce
Dear Yr. Hoovers | 51(/

T am replying to your letter of January 28, 1947, which o
delivered to us, in which you request information from our records
concerning the employment of Elizabeth Short.

The subject of such requests has been praviously discussed with the
Department of Justicej you may recall that early in 1937, your department
requested access to our records for the location of individuals suspected
of criminal acts. At that time, every consideration was given to the
request but because of the Social Security Board!s often-repeated public
pledge that information furnished would be used only for the purposes

of the Social Security Act, and after consulting with other goverrmental
agencies, representatives of organized labor, and others, the request
was denied. Since that time we have followed the policy of refusing to
furnish confidential information from our records except for the purposes
of administering the Act. An exception was made, however, in our
agreement whereby your devartment has been furnished information when
such disclosures would be in the interest of the successful prosecution
of the war. :

Supporting this policy Congress, in the 1939 amendments to the Social
Security Act, enacted Section 1106 which provides thst the records of
the Social Security Board (now the Social Security Administration) shall
be regerded as confidentisl and that no disclosures thereof may be made
except_as the Board may by regul ations prescribge. Regilation I, adopted
in conformity with this statute, prescribes 2t information may be dis=—

closed and to whome .

w17
Although I appreciate entirely your desire for such information I regret
that the request, in accordance with this Re%{u" ion, is not one for
which an exception may be made. CO
PR = (62-82627- 43
Sincerely yo A

Ssev ¥ OF

N >' 'b 3 it m's
We Lo MitCheu
Acting Commissioner :




HHead Lauds Exaﬁ*ﬁu‘liner' for Slaying

By RAY RICHARDS

Los Angeles Examine Washington Bureay -

ion in the identi-

ctended to the Los
J. Edgpe
Hoover,
Ioover said:

“«The action of the Los Angeles Examiner in trang-
mitting to the FBI the fingerprints of the unidentified
murder victim was an excellent illustration of coopera-
tion of the press with law enforcement.

1t is such cooperation that aids law enforcement
in curbing the increase in crime.”’

Tu & news reloase aunowneing the identifieation late
Last night the '} cave the Los Angeles kK uniner sole
credit for bringi out the {dentification in record {ime.
The release lained that the Examin ating
with the Los Ancoles Police Department. sent the girl’
fingerprints to Washigton over the instantaneou
Photo system of T eernadional News Photos
They were s to the FBUs identif
the Washineton L ean of the Hearst Newspapers, where,
among 141000000~ parate fingerprints, they were identi
fied ns those of Fhaheth Short, former clerk ina militar
post exchange at ip Cooke, Cali

iex were enablad to fake up

e e

tion seetion by -

{ase Aid

the pursuit of the slayer. au fudividual <o brutal that e hiad
hacked the girl's, face amd torso and ent the body in two.
In the FBIY was cntered
as a sp v identifieation,
wnder exfraordinary civeimnstanees,
Only
fransmit fingerprints by 1el

shingtotn 1 the
meaning one achievel

avely in the past has an attenmpt been node to
W or telephone s and
never g0 sitecessitly as v the e Tizabeth St

PBI officiale <aid the perteet elarity of P s nis-
Son done made it possible for FUL identification exjperts
1o veeonstriet the Blank spors and other defect< s
aitered by the dead ol hmers,

e A e e T



FROM DO-T
OFFICE OF DIRECTCR, FEDERAL EUREAU CF INVESTIGATICOR

TO
OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK MARK

Mr. Ladd __________..__
Mr. Nichols
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy
Mr. Carson _ oo
Mr. Gurnea

o e A

Mr. Barbo -

Mr. Hendon et

Mr. Nease ( .

Miss Gandy T O % worr L
. () o -

See Me '

(
Note and Return __________ (
For Your Recommendation (
What are the facts? (
Remarks:




FROM DO-1
OFFICE OF DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

TO
OFFICIAL INDI&A BELOW BY CHECK MARK

¥Mr. Tolson _____ .. _____K. ("‘IX/\‘/

Mr. E. A. Tamm

.............

Mr. Clegg o ooaoeee _ ( )
Wr. Glavin e ()
Mr. Ladd ()
Mr. Nichols oo ()
Mr. Rosen ___ . e |
Mr. Tracy . oceemmmeeeeem ()
Mr. Carson ... () ,Lﬂ,\x ol
Mr. Gurnea ____ oo ()
Mr. Harbo o oeccanmeees () P -
Mr. Hendol o eeeeamemem: () .
Mr. Nease ) s ;C
Miss Gandy ___ oo ()
() %
See Me () . )W'M
Note and Return ... ( )yt
For Your Recommendatlon( ) b/
What are the facts? () %
Remarks: :
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r-=ice of Director
FEDERAL .REAU OF INVESTIGATION
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Februgry 1, 1547

In addition to the attached Mr. Tracy
Kemorandum from Mr. Tamm <o - _
Mr. Hoover and the letter from Mr. Egan
Yr. W.L. Mitchell, Acting Commi Wiy Gurnes_
sioner of the Social Security M| b
- Administration, ‘is a opy. of. .
ﬁthe “Wémorandum whiéR was sent o "
to the Attorney General per
the Director's instructions.

, Mr. Ne
The wire mentioned in Mr. Tamm' smss ‘Bebm_____
memorandum was sent to SAC‘ Hood sts éand
pursuant to the Director's 5 “
znstructions. - :

.

e A
Mr. Hoover asked that this memorandum and “)

q

~ithe copy of the memorandum to the. Attorney l
g1y :eneral be lef‘t on his desk.r.l__“;_:‘_‘h JARDLED AY
Q : : L ~TRiop” DESR

240

"

-
o

corﬂmmn
A-~Y02é

ED
)
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PR X t coaaumsmm or.bn.ﬂ - ¥ . :
S 74 - P ¥, o Pomm. ...
- /) , «‘) MAR l 1q47 4 4 v x:v.-:,r;...‘.__.:ﬂ.'...
v /Y 0 5 b et S IR SR
Do . et e

»21 T 3.4 PM' -

CONF WASH 9 AND PHILA 1 FROM LOSA

v’ﬁl RECTOR AND SAC, PHILADELFZélA URGENT
&3
UNKNOWN SUBJECT, ELIZABETHYSHORT, e AKA BLACK DAHL1A, VICTIM, ; C e

wm.;m

VICTIMS MUTILATED BODY FOUND LA JAN, FIFTEEN - "’dhhmm

LAPD [NDICATING THAT” e

CTL.. pu— M

INFO CONCERNING.
LAST. INFO DEVELOPED BY

—-ASN
IN TH!S MURDER. AS COOPERATIVE MEASURE A
|T IS REQUESTED PHILADELPHIA INTERV | EW

ND UNLESS ADVISED TO

COI\TRARY BY BUREAU

O TRANSFERRED FROM

:":TWENTYONE;LAST FROW
'SIGNED BYVICTIM ETTY SHOR

J7HO WAS A FRIE“D ®F

MARRTED TO

AND THAT WAS AT THAT TIME L

\_'ND CARD T0—6|GNED BY 4
' ER ‘GiRL FRIEND os=_ |

ING |

WAS 'HAPPILY MARR‘lED AND LlVING wnm ERV': IN HOLLYWOOD RECElPT

_,_CARD BY. L -
EVER’ ASSOCIATEID WITH v:ch TEL FROM-STATES THAT

) gt;F (CIAL }MORN I'NG REPORTS
" Presenl IV i
: -M_EACH _IDAY FROM JAN ONEHfG—EJ{\N TWENTYauf-C@"‘?

:::_‘_‘AUT'-IOR mf%g '
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: PAGE TWO
= .’ =‘5§ ey s % yﬁ&%’?’

o S :
. CIRCUMSTANCES OF MEETING VlCTlM. \ , ,
AIAGE AND HONEYMOON. RESPENCE AND ALL FRIENDS OR llll!l ACQUAIN
TANCES SHE MAY. HIVE HAD. lRCUMSTANClS SURROUNDING THE WR!T!NG

g ABOVE MENTIONED POST CARDS TO —ALSO WHETHER OR NOT b
VICTIM HA'.D EVER. EXPRESSED FEAR OF ANY ONE T(- N VIEW OF

-'»,,,»‘”,

o NATION WIDE PUBLlClTY ASCERTAIN vm—ul\ NOT VOLUNTEER

._,.———
. ’ - e et F L

f

EITHER HIS MARRIAGE TO OR ACQUAINTANCE WITH SHORT, V1 CTIMS.WHERE-. ~

| lABOUTS NOT ACCOUNTED FOR FROM dAN,_ NINE LAST 1 UNTlL HER BADLY
MUTILATED BODY FOUND IN soum END OF LA I\\{EMPTY Lor. ASCERTAIN

FROM —IHEN HE LAST 'SAW AND HEARD FROM SHORT AND ANY AND

| :ALL INFO THAT MIGHT BE OF ASSISTANCE IN INSTANT. mmeATm “

SUTEL. mm Rmmsm
HOOD

ENDACK PLS
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84
e

‘Oﬁ‘ice Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVE
- | » | w Y

T0 b MB. E.iA.-TAMM.

* FROM ¢ Rose)/ -
ok Dahlis, Victim

“—éi;ismcr: CUEE
?“} . OSBORT aokoao

e 3 YHFORMATION CONCERNING
744 . * . Mr. Quinn Tamm
3l 7 - '\-)Tele Room,

/ . _Baged upon ths request which wae made by the Los Angeles Diﬂsioﬁﬁg:"?ﬁ'q‘g:
of our rhiladolphig O0ffice to conduct investigation in connection with tl;e_-———’_:—
nplack Dahlia® cass, 1 called Philadelphia and jnstructed them that upon-the.. . -
basis of. the information available to the Bureau, we did not desire any. additional.
inquiries made in this case. _ ' R A O

‘ _The atteched wire reflects that the Los Angeles Police Départmen
—our cooperation. They have found out through their omn inquiries that ‘the wictim .
. In ths ."Black Dahlia® cass, Betiy Short, ~was married to one ) 34
_ the Army, and although the Army reports reflect that was present each day
during the pertinent period, the Los Angeles Police Deparia nt still desires that he

ﬁ interﬁOVOdo . : . i . . - {D ° " o f =y h 7 N
oL e i iy ;s“*wown’ég—" 2. 25 1
" ¥We have not conducted any investl tion in this case and‘X do not

ought to emter it at this late date. ,Thg;_Phil’adaIph:la-Offico‘iﬁas”ﬁstf'\i
conduct. any. investigation and unless 42dvised to .the contrary, they will }
. g:pproved, a wire should be sent to our Los Angeles O0ffice advising that
< are to.bs conducted in this case as previously jnstructed and that, of 4
Laboratory facilities are availatle. There is no reason to change these

\ this time. ~ : _ o

‘WK we. ShoulD
\ Thy 0T OF TS 3L do

<

SRS



CC-150

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO!
e ‘{ITFD STATES DEPARTMENT -OF JUSTIUS

- - ————

T~: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. HARCH 24, 1947

Ar nsmlt ‘ohe fol owing m‘fge to:  @AC, PHILADELFHIA  UBGEEL

T
s JLIZ&BEE SHORT, day VICTIY, INFCRIATICH CCHCEBNINGe COEDUCT IRVESTIGATICR

S m.mam 105 ANGEIES WIRE MARCH THENTICHE

F -
“4\1\,» - OF
OoR”®

COPIES DESTROYED
838 nNovis s

é ; SNIUV I ) 5 d g,
fﬁ&fs G h7 Wy

R .
<~

el

. Henddn
. Pennirton
. Quinn Tamn___
Nease
1ss Gandy,

Per
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'LOUIS, March 24—A blood-
d pandkerchief and a revised
sfion” which may link 23-year-
‘old Melvin-Bailey with the mutilation-

der of . - (Black. Daklia)
- ereenmutetolosAngelespo-
lce: today.

The handkerchlef given pouce by
: Bailey, _was -found -yesterday to have
been smned -with-human blood several
"weeks ago. Balley claims it is Miss
* 8hort's handkerchief and her blood and
that he carried it.as a “keepsake”
after slashing and ‘cutting her body
in two with an eight inch Marine
combat_knife,

TO CHECK BLOOD S'I‘AINS

Bailey, who made his first confes-
sion March 18, changed his statement
adding more details to the -gruesome
story he told of mytilating the girl:
body because she refused to accom-
pany him fromMeles to St

His new statement dxd not eorrec\‘. the
- original discrepancy.in the dates. - Miss
 Short’s body was found January 15,
andpoucesaidshewasdeadlesstha.n
. 12 hours. Bailey claims he killed the
girl January 13. -
- Los Angeles police. will attempff
determine if the blood on the hdhd-
kerchief is the ‘same: type as
Miss Short. . N
- Balley said on-- “the’ night of -

uary 12 he and Miss Short bega.n a
round of nightclubs. She drank liquor,
he said, while he consumed benzedrine
and coffee “for a lift”

Later, Bailey said, he and Miss Short
tookadrlveinastolenauto. During
the .ride, he said, they a.rgued about
the St. Louis trip. .

'BURNED HIS cx.on'qu

Ba.ney said he stnpped the car along
the Long Beach; road near the shore.
After more arguments, he knocked Miss
Short unconscious and carried her
body down to the beach, slashed her
repeatedly across the breasts, abdomen

.:.;dgroln.andthencutherbodyin

Mr. LOrsve
/\ M A. Tamm‘
i legg
Coffey ___ __ .
Glavin____

Mr. Ladd
Mr. NichoTs;Z
ADMr. Rosen

+ Mr. Traey _____—
Mr. Carson ____
Mr. Egan
Mr. Hendon ____
Mr. Pennington
Mr. Quinn Ta

Mr. Nease

Miss Gan

eral tlma and returning m s
-1 her skin. NS

EOPRSSUNIE. I S

B&ﬂeysaidheretumedvoms

"-',l‘herehexoundavmtlo- 3
-{ placed the body, putting a whibeﬂawa
from her hair into her hands ~33%

geles -and drove around unﬁl\;

Later that morning, Bailey saldhe

WASHINGT% NEWS

Page___ _—

went to Ban Francisco ZInd obtained ;

an’auto ride to St. Louls, He ‘sald he
burned his blood-soaked clothing neds
Oklshoma City, but did not remember:
what he had done with the glﬂ’a

clothing. i
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~ cc-150
FEDERAL BUREAU OF _INVESTIGATION
-1 TED STATES DEPARTMENT_ QF JUSTI(
iy
To: co ICAgons ﬁgcnon 3/18/47
Transmlt the followu[g message to: S&C, LOS ANGELES URGZLT bqf/
'-'U?DE‘ 2 OF ZLIZASET:. 3LRT, 2K4, SLACE DaiLiL, iNFO CCNCEIING, 2ZTEL ARCH

IGIEINTE. FILES CF THE AGO n«mm.,* wsi G
:.;' e .Mm.:m_—
e - ©-: i TS 4

LETTER DATEL NOVEXBER TiLFTi, FORTY 3iX, FRGE TiR JORCGRASL: TANI:L J.o FLOCD,

THSIR GF CONGRESS, R2.USSTING T-Z COOPxR{ ;TION OF TUZ TAR DEP/RTVENT L THE

- w—-
. Yy 1T is KOT POSSISLE 10 LETERLE SHERE

WD :s ASSIGNED 1t JANUMRY. THE LATEST ASSIGNMENT CARD IN FILE DATED

HOVEMZER THIRTY, FORTY 51X, 3HOSS 5SS IGH

" KOTEVER, THERE IS A
LITTl TATED FESRUARY TTENTY FCUR, FORTY SIVEN, SIGKED 3Y —‘moi THE
S - A—
m ADVISING TEAT T.i3

- JOTIFICATION OF CEIASGE CF /LDRESS. K% ATTSUPT TAS HADE TO VERIFY THIS 43
’PRZSHNT STAT.G: BUT THE ROSTERS FOR TiI53 CRGANIZATICH HAVS NOT-

SEEN RECEIVED. BORR

RTURTERTEREEY

-
=




